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War Department.
TUB 8ECRETABY OF WAR.

The annual report of the Secretary of War
shows that the estimates for military purposes
for tbe year enrtma June 30. 1874, were 33 826,-87- 8

78. The estimates for the same purpose for
the ) ear endlug June 30, 1875, nre 134.440,722 89,
tbe excess of tho iiext year over the current
one being J.'Hl 344 11. Tbe appropriation for
militnry purposes for the year ending Juue 30,
1874. was $32,917 971 37. Congress is asked to
appropriate $22,000,000 for building and arming
foris. lie suggests that some action be takeu
toward the passage of a positive Inw to punish
recruits who have deceived recruiting otliecrs
by falsely swearing to their age or physical
condition, and says: "In my judgment be
should be immediately turned over to a oroper
tribunal, and tbe United States law officer in
whose district a recruit may have committed
an offense, should be required to proseoute
him for tho false oath he bss taken, and for
the great expense he has given the Govern-
ment."

The bead of the Executive Department, on
March 15, 1673, caused an order' to be isiueu
directiug tbut no army officer, either active oi
retired, shall, directly or Indirectly, without
belne called upon by proper authority, sollolt,
suggest, or recommend action by members of
Coneress, for or against military affairs.

Fifty railroads at tbe close of the war, under
Executive orders, purchased from this depart-
ment railroad material to the appra:sed value
of over $7,600,000, thirty of them having paid
their debts in full. Tbe remaining twenty

The Signal Service.
The whole number of stations from whichregular meteorio reports are now received U

92. of which 78 are lo tbe Uuited States, It ioCanada, aud S In tbe West Indies. Tbe regular
telegraphic reports from Havana begau on
August 6, from Kingston, Jamaica, on Sept
18, and from Santiago de Cuba on Sept. 29.
Three other points in Porto Rico, Guadeloupe,
aud Barbados will be equipped as soon as ob-
servers cau he designated. It Is a matter of
regret that there is no international arrange-
ment with the authorities of any of those
islands, nor Is thereat present any return ol
weather telegrams provided for or officially
requested. Steps are in contemplation by
wbicb it is hoped tbe necessary arrangements
will be effected. A plan has been adopted
whereby a synopsis of tbe reports and tbe
probabilities have been forwarded to maoy
points in the interior not reached by tele-
graph, and tbis plau bos given satisfaction to
the farming aid interior population. Tbere
are nineteen river stations from which
reports of the depths of water In tbe principal
rivers of the United States are daily made by
telegraph at particular seasons during which
danger from fresbec niav he anticipated.
River reports are also made from twenty of
the regular stations. These dat$ aro widely
published and distributed along the line of
tbe rivers, and contribute to the convenience
and safety tf the river commerce by the con-
stant and aocurate knowledge given of the
depth ot water iu the channels. The benefits
resulting from these reports now In tbe second
year of tbeir issue, have been fully acknowl-
edged by the various interests they have ad-

vanced. Tbs total number of special river
bulletins Issued have been 23,210. .bigot thou-
sand nine hundred and eigbiy-tw- o printed
copies of the weather report are displayed
dally. The ascertained comparative accuracy
of deductlous from reports styled " prob-
abilities" has been more clearly presented In
tbis than lu preceding years. The percentage
of veiiflcation bas been mathematically com-
puted lor each of tbe geographical districts
mentioned au the reports. The department
acknowledges, as lu previous years, the gen-
eral euppoi t of tbe popular opinion ot scienttlo
men and of the press in its efforts successfully
to carry on this work. Errors have occurred,
but it has been generally recognized as Inevit-
able that sumo must occur in the present con-
dition of science. The great utility of the
work is no longer doubted. It bas achieved
results tho piomise of which a few years ago
could baidly bn hoped for. It is mentioned iu
connection with this subject tuat arrangements
have been made with tbe meteorological
offices of Russia, Eugland, and Turkey, t0
commence Jan. 1, 1871, un exchange with the
United States of tue daily reports tukeu
simultaneously at tbe different stations
throughout tho great extent of the Russian
and Turkish Enplres, the British Islands, aud
tue United States. The of the
ysloui8 ot other nations is expected, .

obligations, and who will elcavly realize that
duties constantly postponed aro certain to be
more difficult and much more rxpenolvo wheu
performed In basic, under t'iu pressure of Im-

perious necessity. The department has bad
NO NECESSITY TO OVERSTEP IIS APPROPRIA-

TION ,

even if It were lawful to do so; but the press-
ing demands of the preseut Will consume now
whut was provmed lor the service of tbe year
in several of tue woikiug bureaus. These
musi be promptly relieved, if their work is lo
go on. Tbe occasiou bas deary shown, I
think, that our navy as it exists should at
least be put in a condition for active servioe,
and, in auy event, a moderate apurupriatiou
for this purpose ought at ones to bs made,
and if war should by auy possibility come, we
must be liberally provided to utilizu tne means
we have aud to provide others to meet tbe
emergency.

THE POLARIS.

Tho Secretary, in speaking of the Polaris,
says her cruise has been decidedly tho most
successful of Arctio expeditious. Tbe geo-
graphical knowledge of the Arctio regions has
been larifely advanced. A very particular
questioning of everyone of the officers and
crew ot tbe Polaris and of tbe scientific corps,
except the three persons as yet unexamined,
has completely satisfied Ms associates and
himself that Capt. Hnll'n death occurred from
purely natural cam eg ; that bis nie.;,-- l .ireut-nien- t

was judiciously adapted to his ense, and
that he was tenderly nursed and cared for to
tbe last. Tt6 evidcnos bas also made it manl-
iest that Cupt. liall was always faithful to tbe
trust reposed in bun in assigning blip the com-
mand ot the expedkiou; that be was kind,
linn, and humane iu Che exercise of his au-
thority ; that be was earnest in his desire and
iu his attempts to reach a high northern lati-
tude, and, if practicable, the Pole itself, and
tbut his untimely death was an irreparable
loss to the expedition. It is also apparent that
Cupt. Buddiugton, who succeeded to the chief
command on the death of Capt. Hall, proved
himself to be a good seaman, aud that in all
dangerous positions iu which the Polaris was
placed bis conduct as her commander was
skilllul and Judicious, Ibe natural result of
lung experience at sea aud in command in
northern latitudes. The department takes oc-

casion to express Us indebtedness to tbe off-
icials of the Danish Oovurnment in Greenland
for their uuiforui courtesy to the officers of the
United States Navy connected with the recent
expeditions to the Polar seas, and for tlie facil-
ities extended to those expeditious to promote
their success.

1NTEROCEANIC CANAL.

The expeditions organized undor the author-
ity of Congress for the survey of tho Daneu
and Nicaragua routes, with the viow to the
construction of an iuteroccauio canal, have
completed the duties intrusted to tbem.

Dakien Survey. Tdo favorable report of
Commander Seliridge of the survey ot the
Isthmusof Darien, in 1871, rendered ltdesira-bl- c

to explore more thoroughly the regiou of
the Napipl, and to definitely settle how tar the
surveys to the south could be profitably car-
ried ou iu the Valley of Alrato, Commander
Selfridge as accordingly ordered to oriranize
another expedition, which arrived in Panama
in January las'.. Tbe Tuscarora, Commander
Belknap, of thoPaciflc fleet, was ordered to
cooperate with if, and form a base for the de-

sired surveys. It is very gratifying that the
expedition has been so successful as to mate-
rially improve upon tbe route already discov-
ered and surveyed, and has marked out a line
for this treat enterprise that can be construct-
ed within the limit of an expenditure more
moderate than could have been expeoted,
when compared with the immensity ol tbe un-
dertaking, and the great benefits that cannot

The Currency Question.
Tbe report of the Controller of tbe Currency

bns tbe following with reference to the panic
of 18,3:

'iuo monetary crisis of 1873 may he said to
have hud its be eiunlng in New York Cny oo
Sept. 8, by tbe failure of the Warehouse Secu-
rity Company aud of two bouses which bad
lelt their regular business to embark in enter-pilse- s

foreign thereto, which were followed on
the 13th by tbe failure nt a numbor ot leading
stock broker firms in New York. The suspen-
sion of currency payments Pillowed, and was
at first confined to oauksof New Yors City, but
aiterward exiended to oilier largo cities,

tue New Yolk bunks could not lespoud
to the demands ot tbeir correspondents In
tnose cities, and tbeso in turn could not re-
spond to tbe domands of their correspondents.
Tne exchange on New Yotk, which would oth-
erwise have commanded a slight premium,
was at a discount, aud to a considerable ex-
tent unavailable. The suspension of the banks
in other leading cities almost without excep-
tion followed, and their partial or entire sus-
pension continued for foity days, until confi-
dence was iu a measure restored by the re-
sumption of the Nuw York City banks ou the
first day of November.

Tne harvest was nearly oi quite complete,
and tbe bins ana granaries were full to over-
flowing. Tbe munufaotuntig and mining
interests bad also been prosperous during the
year, and there was good promise that tbo fall
trade, which bad opened, would be as large as
duriug previous years. The value of tbo cere-
als, potatoes, tobacco, and hay, for 1872, Is esti-
mated bv the Department of Agriculture at
(1,324.385,000. Au estimate based upon tne cen-
sus returns of 1809 gives tbe probable aggre-
gate value of mmketable products of industry
that year as $4,036,000,000, and a similar esti-
mate upon the same basis aud upon tbe returns
to tbe Agricultural Department, gives an in-
crease of U, 788,000.000 tor 1873 over the amouut
for 1868.

Tbe immediate cause of the crisis Is appar-
ent. Tue money market nud become over-
loaded lib debt, tbe cost of railroad construo
tiou for five yours past being estimated to have
been $1,700,000,000, or about 34O,OUO.OO0 annu-
ally, while dobt based upon aimost every
species of properly. State, city, town, manu-
facturing corpoi annus, and mining companies
had boeo sold iu the market. Suuu bonus and
stock bad been disposed of to a considerable
extent in foreign markets, and as long as this
continued, tbe sale if similar securities was
stimulated, and additional amouuts offered.
Wheu the sales ot such securities could no
longer be effected abroad, ibe bunds of rail-
roads and ottier enterprises of like nature
which weie in process ot construction, were
thus forced upon the home ujiket, uutn their
negotiation became almost linposible. Tue
baukers ot the City of New Yoik who were
burdened with the load could uot respond to
the demands of their creditors. The uumcruus
holders of similar securities became alarmed,
and tbe pauic soon cxteudud turouguout the
country.

Mahy measures of reform aro proposed in
order that the lessons of the crisis may uot bs
lost, and others be led hereafter to commit
similar errors. Unity ol action amouu the
leading courts of the great cities will do more
to reform abuses tbpu any Congressiunal en-

actment, for unless suou corporations shall
unite and inBist upon legitimate methods of
conducting bustucns, tbe law s of Cougress lu
reference thereto "vill be likely soon to become
inoperative, suca nuctmeuis bo observed lu
their true spirit hy the few, while tbe many
evade tliem and thus invito a lopeiitlon ol
similar disasters. If. however, tbe banks are
disinclined to unite for such a purpose, the
legislation required ' f Conarees will be sucii
as will induce associations outsiuo oi tue Cuv
of New Yoiit to retain in tueir vaults bueti
funds as are uot ueeded at the cuuiuieiciai
centre for purposes of legitimate business.

The Controller in hisstateuicnt says tuai the
whole amountof National Bauk currency, le-

gal Iteuder notes and .fiactioual ciiir ucy is-

sued up to October 13th was $750,315,135- No-

vember 1st the amount had increased lo $759,-- i

61.239.

United States Navy.

ThelSeoretary of the Navy, In bis report to
the President, says tbere arc now lu the navy
166 vessels, carrying, exclusive of uowiiz-rs- ,

1,269 suns, which Is a reduction since his last
annual report, by sals and otherwise, of 13

vesol. A general ennmeiatlon of these ves-
sels presents 63 steamers, other than iron-
clads and tuirs, carrying 826 guns; 29 sailing
vessels, 322 guns ; 48 trou-clu- d ves.-ml- 121 guns,
and 25 tuvs. used tor navy yard and Height
purposes. Of this number there are Bt present
in commission for sea service, distributed ou
the several foreign stations nnd on our own
coast, 40 vessels, carrying 407 guns.

THE CRUISING OR ACTIVE FORCE
of the navy, ns they may be called, and which
Is cou trolled by the appropriation made nud
the seaman authorized by law, Is about the
same as last year, the places of those vessels
which have been put our ot commission within
the past twelve months from the expiration of
the cruises or for other causes havmir been
supplied by coin missioning anil seudius to sea
a corresponding number of others. The list
will show a force slightly decreased in number
by tho sale of some useless vessels, which
were, while we retained Iheoi, only a source
of expeuse, and It is somew hat weakened also
in strsngth by the condemnation nnd laying
up ot several of our white oak cruisers whicn
bavo reached tbe limit ot their cruising life
and can be no longer used with safety ou tbe
seas. Many of the ships now ou the navy list,
aud which serve to swell tho number to tbe
figures above given, aro fur from being suob
us are really needed, and their true condition,
which has been often officially reptesented to
Congress, can be fully understood aud appre-
ciated by reference to the reports of the
bureaus.

LIVE OAK CRUISING SHU'S.

In the meanwhile, however, we have been
engaged in completely repairing six of our
live oak cruisiusr ships, which are now lu vari-
ous stages ot forwardness at the several navy
yards. These are all of moderate size, aud
none of them sufficiently advanced to be of
present use ; but they are adapted to the
wants of our cruising navy, and will in a few
months add materially to its strength aud
efficiency.

THE EIGHT SLOOPS

of war authorized by tbe last Congress are all
in process ol buildiug one-ha- at the various
navy yards, throe under contract in private
yards, aud the remaiuiug one under private
contract in the navy yard ut Kittery. The
building of these ships, with their engines and
machinery, is progressing rapidly, nnd the
work, widely distributed at more than a dozen
naval stations and private establishments, Is
contributing to the remunerative employment
of several thousands of workmen and to the
maintenance of the very largo number of per-
sons dependent upon their labor for support
and education. It is not without gratification
the Secretary is able to report that, besldos the
(treat value and importance of this work to the
service, we have also been able so to utilize the
liberality of Congress as to contribute materi-
ally to the business interests of the country
and to the support and comforts of many pro-
ducing and dependent people. The valuab e
work thus begun should not be discontinued,
but the depaitment should he provided with
a moderate amount of tuuds and authorized
to commoDoe each yoarto build a certain num-
ber of tons lo supply recularly tbe regular
yearly expeudltnre ot naval force which will
of necessity occur.

Tho work of putting
OUR IRON CLAD FORCE

m efficient condition, referred to In the Secre-
tary's last report, has beeu prooeeded with as
fast as the means necessary for the exiraordl-uai- y

work could ho spiuodfrom tbo current
appropriations tor the support of tbo navy.
The wisdom of this action needs no illustration
Irom hitu nt this timo. Without it we would
have been loft not only powerless to assert our
own rights, but almost defenceless against ar-
rogance or aggression. But the expenditure
required has crippled our working bureaus in
their general work, and It Is uocessary that
this should be reimbursed to them if they are
lo proceed steadily and efficiently.

ins STATIONS

have tieen un changed during the year. As now
established, they aro designated as : The
European, the Asiatlo, the North Atlantic, the
South Atlantic.tbo North Pacific and tbe South
Pacific Over these, embraoing tho frequented
waters ot tho globe, are scattered a cruising
fores ot less than forty vessels which, by their
presence, nre relied on to encourage our citi-
zens and, If required, to protect them and their
property in all lands to which, by .their incli-
nation or interest, they are drawn.

The Secretary gives an account of the sever-
al stations.

THE NAVY. YARDS.

The Becretary says of the Navy Yards : I
beg to renew tbe recommendations made in
my annual reports of formor years In refer-
ence to our navy yards, BDd to urge that their
resources may be increased and developed to
meet the emergencies of these wars to which
even the moBt peace-lovin- nations are liable,
and which are best averted by a readiness for
action should they be thrust upon us. At the
most of our navy yards little could be done
aurnig the past year beyond making the re-
pairs to keep them from falling to decay.

AT MARE ISLAND,
our only naval establishment on the Pacific,
the new dry dock aud the iron workiug shop
tor construction are well In hand aud will add
largely to its resources. We have great naval
mtetests on the Paeiflo, and I cannot too
strongly express the hope that Congress may
itroiiL'then tbom by liberal appropriations to
ievclop this admirably placed arsenal.

ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR.

Tbo estimates for the next fiscal year are
119.252,235, aud to this i added the sum of
804,589 for current repairs of buildiugs, docks,

aud Incidental oxpeuses in tho navy yards.
&c. These estimates are less than those of
last year by rather moro than $2,000,000, but
they do not Include any extraordinary expendi-
ture for the permanent ltupn vemeut ot tho
navy nor the amouuts necessary either for the
repair of our iron-cla- fleet nor for tlio con-
tinued prosecution of some of the great works
necessary to the proper condition of our naval
establishments.

THE VIRGINIDS DIFFICULTY.

I have felt it to be my duty, under the exist-
ing circumstances, to take promptly every
means in my power to put our availub'o torce
in tbe best possible condition for immediate,
and active service. All the power and meuus
ot the depai tment are nov devoted to this eud,
irreally aided attevery poi t by the enthusias-
tic activity of tho officers il every grade of the
service. Dillioult of accomplishment as our
purpose nt first seemed, difficulties, and even
apparent Impossibilities, are fouud to fude
uwuy before determination and orgauizod ac-
tivity, and tlio navy Is already lu such a con-
dition that those to whom our interests aud
honor are entrusted may he relieved from tho
embarrassments of a situation where lust de-
termination might bo disregarded because
thought to bo powerless, or decent considera-
tion be mistaken for fear. It is neither neces-
sary nor proper that I should enter here into
iletuils of our preparations. Suffice it to say
that, a respectable lorco of war vessels and
uouitors is already on tho Bea and concen-
trating at the stntiou neurcst the scene of our
possible difficulties; that our whole available
irou elad fleet is in baud, and every wur ves-
sel that will float In active preparation at the
various uavul stations. These will be ready
for sen, fully fitted, as fast us proper crews can
no provided tor them, and if the necessity for
ici ion should come before tho time for it ar-
rives, all there is of the American Navy which
san be put afloat on tho Allan ticOccnu will be
in a condition nnd positiou to take its proper
parr. Inadequate as this force niuvbo deemed
to the renponsibilities ami pretentions of a
aoverumeut like ours, and greatly at disad-
vantage, as wo certainly will bo, m respect to
the number aud character of our vessels in a
contest with tbeflcclsof tiny respectable navalpower, 1 believe that tho activity, skill, science
und experience of our navy will bo iound
equal to auy difficulty which couraae dare to
meet, or energy will avail to conquer. They
aro thoroughly Imbued with tlio spirit, educa-
ted in the details, aud experienced in tho war-
like duties ot their profession, skilled m the
use of all the terrible weapons which science
bus provided for modern warfare, and
a mind to meet any crisis without
shrinking from danger. Thus pre-mre-

and lu this epirlt, tucy are
READY TO MEET ANY OFTI1RIH COUNTRY'S

with tho moons with which their country pro-
vides tbem. In taking the aoilan above re-

ferred to, the Navy Deportment bns already
Incurred considerable expense, and has been
forced to assume some responsibilities unusual
In time of peace; but, convinced of the wis-
dom of prompt nnd decldod action, I have not
shrunk from those responsibilities, nor hesi-
tated, with the approval of tbe President, to
make warlike preparations in the intorosts of
peace and humanity. I confidently rely tor
support iu this attitude upon the patriotism
and gnod sense of tho American people and
their representatives, who cannot tail to re-

member that our naval condition is the rosult
of causes which have boon constantly pressed
upon their consideration, out which have failed
to teocivo full attention, doubtless un account
of more pressing preseut requirements and

lending over 14,866 miles of railroad routes
and performing au usgrejiato service of 84,925
lilies daily.

Tbe number of letters exrh.inged with
foreiitn conulncs was 27.459.1H6, hu lucrease if
8.096,685 over the previous year, anil tlio post-
age tnereou am mined to ti U21.3l0.8ti. Tiie
total weight of correspondence exchuuged in
the mails Willi European countries exceeded
812 ton, au increase o( 92 turn over the previ-
ous year. Tho total com of tlio Uuited States
Ocean Mail Sieaiuablp Service, including
S725.0OO paid lroui special appropriations to
Kiilioiihi.'d lilies of mail moumets was 11,017,
271.35.

New or additional postal conventions bavo
beeu toneludcd with Sweden, Norway, Bel-
gium, Germany, Canada, Newfoundland and
Japan, reducing postage rates on correspon-
dence exchanged wiln those countries, and
further effui is liuvo been made to cououde a
Batisfactoir lio3tal(Conveutlou with, Frauoe,
out without success.

I invito tlio tavorablo consideration of Con-
gress to the suggestions und recommendations
of t ire Postmaster Uouerul lor au extension of
ico tree delivery system tu all cities baviug
ii populatiou or not lees than 10,000; for tlio
t repayment of postutro ou newspapers and
ttuer p.mted matter of tue second class; for
n nnitorm postage and llin't of weight on mis-
cellaneous mutter; tor auustmg toe compen-
sation ot nil postmasters not appointed by tlio

President ty tbfcloiJ uiethol of commission,)
on tlie actual receipts ot t.io otlice. instead of
tue poeseut mode of fixing tlio salary in ad-
vance upon special ret .rns ; and especially do
I urge favorablo action by Cougress on the Im-

portant recommendations "f tbe Postmaster-Coneia-l

for the establishment; ot United
etiites postal savings depositories.

Your ritmition is also nKm c illcd to a con-
sideration of tlie questiou of postal telegraphs,
nud the arguments adduced in support tueioof,
Id tlio hone that you may take sucii action in
connection therewith ns in your judgment will
most uouu'iouto to the boat lutoreats of tue
couutiy.

THE DEPARTMENT Otf JUSTICE.
Affairs tu Utah require your earlv and spa-vl-

intention. Tue Supremo Court of the
United States, in ttiecasoof Clinton ugalusl
U'lgiebieeht. decided that tha United iiratos
Marshal of that territory could not lawfully
summon jurors for tlio district courts, und
these eourts hold that the territorial marshal
v innot lawlully perform that duty bjcause he
is elected by tlio legislative assembly a id not
appointed, as provided for in tue act organiz-
ing the territory. All proceedings at, law urn
practically abolished by these ricoi-io- n , und
UIlto bava beeu but tow or no jury irials
iu the district courts of that territory since,
tha last session of Cougress. Property is left
without protection by the courts, a ud crimes
go unpunished.

To prevent uuarchy there it is absolutely
necessary that Counnss provide the courts
with some mode of obtain :! jurors, and I
recommend legislation to taat oud ; and also,
lout the probate courts ot the torritory now
Assuming to issue writs of injunction and
habeas corpus, and to try criminal cases, and
iu questions as to land titles, be denied all
jurisdiction not posaessod ordinarily by courts
ot that description.

TUE BANKRUPTCY LAW.

I have become impressed with the belief
that the act. ntiuroved March 2. 1807. entitled
" An act to establish a uniform system of
bankruptcy throughout the United States," ia
productive ot more evil than good at this
lime. Many considerations mlelit be urged
for its total repeal ; but, If this is not con-
sidered advisable I think it will not be seri-
ously questioned that those portions of said
act, providing lor what is called involuntary
bankruptcy, operate to increase the flnnncial
euiburiiissmouts of the country. Careful aud
nrudoiit men very often become involved
in debt in the tiansaction ot their
business, and though they may possess
ample property, if it could be made available
for that purpose, to meet all their liabilities,
yot, on account of tue extraordinary scarcity
or money, they may be uuable to meet all
their neeuniarv obligations as they become
due, iu consequence or which they are liable
to be prostrated in their business by proceel-ing- s

in bankruptcy at the instance of unre-
lenting creditors. People are bow so easily
alarmed as to monetary matters that the mere
films of a petition in bankruptcy by an un-
friendly creditor will necossarily embarrass
and oftentimes accomplish the iinauclal ruin
of a responsible business man. Those who
otherwise might make lawful and just ar
ranzernents to relieve themselves irora dittt
oulties produced by the preseut stringency in
tnonev are nrevented by their constant ex
posure to attaokand disappointment by pro-
ceedings against them in bankruptcy; and,
besides, the law is made use ot iu many oases
by obdurate creditors to frighten or force
debtors into a compliance wwu inoir wisues,
and into aots of injustice to other creditors
and to themsoives.

I recommend that so much of said act as
provides for involuntary bankruptcy on ac-

count of the suspension of payment, be re
pealed.

CLAIMS AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT.

Your oareful attention is invited to the sub
Joct of claims against the government and the
facilities afforded by existing laws for tneir
prosecution. Each of tha Departments of state.
Treasury and War has demands for many mil
lions ot dollars upon Its tiles, and they are
moid v accumulating, to tuesa may oe auuoti
those now pending before Congress, the Court
of Claims and the Southern Claims Commis
sion, making in the aggregate an immense
sum, Most of these grew out of the Rebellion
and are intended to indemuify persons on both
Bides for tneir losses during the war, and not a
few of them are fabrtoated and supported by
false testimony. Projects are on foot, it is be-
lieved, to induce Congress to provide for new
classes of claims and to revive old ones
through the repeal or modification of the stat
ute of limitations by which they are now
barred. 1 presume tnese sohomos.if oronnsed,
wilt be received with little favor bv Congress,
and I recommend that persons havibir claim!
against tho United Stales, cognizable by any
xriDunui or oopartmcut thereof, be required to
present them at an early day. and that legis
lation bo directed as far as practicable to the
defeat of uufouuded aud unjust demands upon
ixie government.

And I would suggest as a means of prevent
ing fraud that witnesses be called upon to ap
pear in person to testify before those tribu
nals navtug said claims before them for adlu
dication. Probably tho largest saving to the
National Treasury can bo secured by timely
legislation ou these subjects of any of the
economic measures that will be proposed.

You will be advised of the operations of the
Department or justice by the report of the
Attorney-General- , and I invite your attention
to the amendment of existing laws suggested
by him with the view of reduciug the espouses
or tutu uepartmeuc.

DEPARTMENT OF TIIE INTERIOR.

The policy inaugurated towards the Indians
nt, the beirinnlngof the Inst afluiiuistration nits
beeu steadily rushed, and I bollevo with bene
ficial results, Ir, will be continued with only
such modifications as time aud expcrlepce
may demonstrate as necessary.

With the encroaobmeut of civilization upon
the I idinn reservations and hunting grounds
disturbances have taken place between ths

. Indians and whites during the past year, and
probably will continue to do so
until each race appreciates that the
other has rights which must be respoct- -

ed. The policy has been to collect the
Indians as rapidly as possible on reservations,
and a i far as practicable with) u wha t is known
as the Indiiiu Territory, and to teach them the
arts of civilization and t. Where
found off their reservations and endan
goring the pence aud safety of the
'whites, they have been punished and
will contmuo to be for liko offences. The
Indian Territory south of Kansas aud west of
Arkrnsas is sulllclent lu area aud agricultural
resources to support all the Indians of the
Kocky Mountains. In time, no doubt, all of
them, except a tew woo may select to make
their homes among white people, will be ool
lected there as a preparatory step tor this con
summation.

I am now satisfied that a territorial form of
government should be given tlietn, which will

. secure the treaty rights of the original set- -
tiers, and protect tneir nomesteaus from
a ienation for a period ot twenty years.

The operations of the Patent Ollloe are
growing to such magnitude, and the aoouniu
lutiouof material is becoming so groat that
Hi neceg.-di- lor more room is becoming more
obvious cay by day.

THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

I respectfully Invito your nttentlon to the
reports of the Secretary of the Interior and
Commissioner of Patents on this subject. The
biiniuesa of the general land o III res exhibits a
material lncrcaein all its branches during the
last fliiCal year. During that time there wore
disposed of out of the public lauds 13.0.K) 600

acres, being an amount greater by ljus.tiji
aeres than was disposed of the preceding year.
Of tho amount disposed of 1,(120,260 acres wore
s ild for cash, 2U.U-K- acres wero located with
military land warrants, 8,793,612 acres wore
iimeu lor Homestead.', 653,440 are were located
with agricultural col lego scrip, 0,083 530 acres
ware certilied hy ruilVoods, 76,570 acres were
uranted to wagon roads, 238.548 acres were ap-
proved to spates as swamp lauds, 13S.081 acres
" cnmiieu ior agricultural colleges, com-

mon flotlOOlS, Universities Ktirl aniintinrina .

Tue c.imi receipts aunng the same time
were H.4:i8 5i5.50. beiUK S190.4I6 59 lu eicess
m the ret ti pt of the previous year. During
tun year 3J 431132 aores of public laud were
surveyed, au lucrease over the nruoiint sur
veyed tlio previous year of 1,037,193 acres, and
.id led to i Ir- - ares previously aurvu e J, aargre- -

iMtes ejs acres which have beeu sur
veyed, leaving 1,218,443,600 acres of the publlo
lui d still uiisiirveyed.

The increased aud steauuy lncrensmu urm- -

ties for reaching our unoccupied puono
nnd for the transportation of surplus

products, enlarges the available Held for dc- -

nlile bomesteaa loraiiouB, muo juiu.uacus
Airioninnr. nn exienniDit. year uv jc.u, m u

gradually Increasing ratio, the area of occu-

pation and cultivation.
ThnBTnresRpd desire of the representatives

ota largo colony of citizens of Russia to emi-
grate to this countrv. as it is underslood, with
the consent ot their government, if certain
concessions tan be made to enuble them to
settle In a compact colony, is of great Interest,
as going to show the light in which our institu-
tions are regarded by an industrious, intelli-
gent, mid wealthy r.eonle desirous of enjoying
oivil and religious liberty, and the acquisition
of so large an immigration of citizens of a su-

perior class would without doubt be of sub-

stantial benefit to the country, I Invite atten
tion to the suggestion oi tue Docreiary oi ina
Interior in this behalf.

There was paid during the last nscal year
for pensions, including the expenses of dis-
bursement. $29,185,289.62, being an amount less
by $984,050.98 than was expended for the same
purpose the preceding year. Although this
statement of expenditures would indicate a
material reduction in the amount compared
with the preceding year. It is believea that
the changes in tho pension laws at the last
sessiou of Coueress will absorb that auiouut
the currout year. At the close of the last
liseal year there were on the pension rolls
99,804 invalid military pensioners and 112,088
wi'iows, orphans, aud depeuaent pareuis oi
deceased soldiers, making a total of that class
of 211.892; 18,266 survivors of tho War of 1812,
and 6,053 widows of soldiers of that war pen-
sioned under the Aotof Congress of February
14th, 1871, making a total of that class of 23,319;
1,430 invalid navy pensioners and 1,770 widows,
orphans, nml dependent relatives of deceasod
officers, sailors, and marines of the navy,
making a total of navy pensioners of 3,200,
and a grand total of pensioners of all classes
of 238,411 showing a net increase during the
last fiscal year ot 6,182.

During the past year tue names oi initio pen
sioners were sdded to the rolls, and 10,223
names wore dropped therefrom lor various
causes.

The system adopted for the deteotlon of
frauds against the government in the matter
of pcntiuiiB has been productive of satisfac
tory results, out legislation is ueenea co pro-
vide, if possible, ngaiust the perpetrating of
such frauds in tho future.

The evidently increasing Interest in tho
cause of education is a most encouraging fea-
ture iu the general progress aud prosperity ol
tho country, nnd the Uttteau of Jiducatiou is
earnest in Its efforts to give a proper direction
to the new applicants ana i ho increased iacui-tie- s

which are being offered to aid the educa-
tors of the country in their great work.

The ninth census has beeu completed, and
the report thereof published aud distributed
and the working force of the bureau disband-
ed. The Secretary of tho Interior renews his
reccouunctiuaiiou ior a census to bo taken in
1876, to which subject the utteutiou of Congress
:s invited. The original suggestion in that
behalf has met with the general approval of
the country; and even if it be not deemed
advisublo at preseut to provide for a regu-
lar quinquennial census, a census tokou in
1875, the report of which could be completed
anil published before the one huudretu anni-
versary of our independence, would be espe-
cially Interesting and valuable as showiug the
progress of the country during the first cen-
tury of our national existence. It is believed,
however, that a census every five years would
be of substantial benefit to the country, inas-
much as our growth hitherto has been so rapid
that the results of tho decennial census are
necessarily unreliable as a basis of estimates
for the latter years of a decennial period.

THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Under the very efficient management of the
governor and the Board ot Public Works of
this district, tho city of Washington !s rapidly
assumlug the appearance of a capital of whicn
the nation may well bo proud. Prom beluga
most unsightly place three years ago, dis-
agreeable to pass through lu summer, iu

of the dust rising from uupaved
streets and almost impassible in the winter
from the mud, it is now one of the most sight-
ly cities in tho country, and can boast of be-

ing the best paved. The work has been done
systematically; the plans, grades, location of
sewers, water and gas mains being deter-
mined upon before the work was commenced,
thus securing permanency when completed.
I question whether so much has ever beeu ac-

complished before iu any American city for
the same expenditures.

The government having large reservations
in the city, and tne uation at large haviug an
interest iu their Capital, I recommend a lib-

eral poncy towards the District of Columbia,
and that the government should bear its Just
share of the expenses ot these improvements.

Kverv citizen visiliue tho Capital feels a
pride in Its growing buiuty, and that ho, too,
Is part owner in the In vest men is made here.

I would suggest to Congi ees tho propriety of
promoting the establishment iu this district of
an institution of learning, or university of the
highest class, by tlie donation ot lands. There
is no place belter suited for such uu institution
than the National Capital. There is no other
place In which every citizen is so directly in-

terested.
ClVtr SERVICE liKFOKM.

In three successive messages to Cougress I
have oiilled attention to the subject of Civil
Service reform. Action lias been taken so lar
as to autliorlzis the appointment of a board to
devise rules governing methods of making ap-
pointments aud promotions, but there never
has been any notion making these rules or auy
rules binding, or ever entitled to observance,
where poisons desire tho appointment of u
frieud or the removal of au official who may
be disagreeable to tlieui.

To have auy rules effective they must have
the acquiescence o Congress as well as ot the
Executive. I recommend, therefore, the sub-
ject to your attention, and suggest that a
special committee of Congress might coufor
with the Civil Service Board, during the pres-
ent session, for tho purpose of devteiug such
rules as can be maintained, and which will

the service of honest and capable off-
icials, and wiucli will also protect them iu a
degree of independence while m ollloe.

Proper rules will protect Confess as well as
the Kxecutivo from much needless persecu-
tion, aud will prove of great value to tue pub-
ic atlurgo.

COLORADO,

I would recommend for your favorable con-
sideration the passage of an enabling act for
the admittance of Colorado us a State lu the
Uuion. It possesses all tho elements of a
prosperous State, agricultural and mineral,
und I nelieve has a populatiou to justify suoh
admission,

A WESTERN CANAL.

In connection with that, I would also recom-
mend the eucourag6ment of a canal, for pur-
poses of irrigation, Irom the eastern slope of
the Rocky Mountains to the Missouri River.
Asa rule, I am opposed to further donations
of public lands for Internal iiupruveineuls
owned and controlled by privuto corporations,
but lu this Instance 1 would make uu excep-
tion.

Between tho Missouri R!ver and the Rnoky
Mountains there is an aild belt of public land
from three hundred to tour hundred miles in
width, ferfectly useless for the occupation of
man, for want of sufficient ram to secure the
growth of any products.

An irrigating canal would malic productive
a belt as wide us the supply of water could bo
made to spread over across the otituo couutry,
and would secure a cordon ot settlements con-
necting the present population ot the moun-
tain aud mining regions with that of tLe older
states.

All the laud reclaimed would bo clear gain.
If alternate sections are retained by the gov
eminent I would suggest that the retained
sections be thruwn open to entry under the
homestead laws, or sold to actual settlers for
a very low price.

GENERAL AMNESTY.

I renew my previous recommendation to
Congress for general amnesty. The number
engaged iu tlio Into rebellion yet laburing
under disabilities is very small, but euougu to
keep up a cousluut irrilutiou. Mo possible
danger can accrue to the government, by re-
storing them to eligibility to hold office.

CIVIL lttCIITS,
I suggest for your consideration tho enact-

ment of a law to better secure mo civil lights
which froodoiu should Koctiro, but, lias not
effectually secured, i, the eulnu ciilsed slavo.

Signed. U. H. OHANT.
Executive Mansion, December 1, 1873.

A Chicago bachelor has reoovered
$4,G00 from a railroad company for
ejecting him from the ladies' car. He
can afford to get married now.

are still in our debt to the amount of t4.653.- -

924 07. The total amount collected from these
sales, wltb inteieot aud expenses, has thus far
neen J5.ll6.606.63.

In regard lo headstones for soldiers' grave
In the national cemeteries, he states that con-
tracts have been awarded. Particular euro
bas been taken to have these headstones per-
manent when once erected. The entire cost
ot these slabs uud blocks, under the contract
as awarded, should they be entered iuto by
tbe successful bidders, will auiouut to
1770,045.48,

T DEFENSES.
I feel great hesitation in recommending in-

creased appropriation at this time, but I deem
it my duty tu say that the armament ot our

defenses, which involves tbe ques-
tion of the defense of .our principal d

cities from attack, in cuse of war with a naval
power, is a subject demanding the earnest at-

tention of Congress. Tbe principal cities on
our coast are in a very defenseless state, and
the tedious and costly work of preparation
cannot be commenced on the breakingout of a
war with the hope of accomplishing any ade-
quate result. The work must be done in time
of peace, without waiting for an nnaertain pe-

riod in search alter perfection in
The importance of this subject increases

with tho earnest and continued efforts ou the
part of all nations to supply their forts with
the most improved armament, and should war
find this couutry without proper defense
against iron-clad- s and their great eruns, the re-
sponsibility canuot rest on this Department,
as the importance of the subject bus beeu
brought to the attention of Conuress. An ap-
propriation of $1,149,652 Is estimated ior by the
Chief of Orduanoe for the next llscal year for
the purchase of smooth-bor- e guns and for car-
nages, which sum will provide for one-sixt-

only, of the guns and carnages that will be re-

quired for fortifications whioh will be ready
by the 30tb of Juue, 1874. This amount is not
embraced in the regular estimates of appro-
priations for the army, as heretofore alluded
to, but His a subject of igreat importance, and
tho auestion of these appropriations is respect-
fully submitted.

TORPEDOES.

With the small appropriations granted for
trials with torpedoes, the investigations upon
this subject have been continued, to the bene-
fit of our system of submarine mines. Tula
accessory for the defense of our harbor in re-
cent years has developed into ono of great
Importance among tbe maritime powers, and
to investigate the recent electrioal mothodj
and systems of torpedoes, as well as to procure
certain materials, two officers of engineers
were sent during tbe summer to Europe. Tbe
results of their mission are tho collection ot
valuable Information on this subleot, and a
saving of expenditure to the Government.

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS.

Tbe river aud harbor lnoprovemoutn men-tloue- d

iu my last annual report bava been
oontlnued, and tbe works aud surveys con-
nected tnerewith have been carried on during
the past year with vigor. Dotailed informa-
tion iu regard to each specitlo improvement,
and tbe results of surveys directed to be made
by the River aud Harbor Appropriation acts,
may be found la the report of the Chief of
Englnoers.

The improvement of our rivers and harbors
consists ohiefly lu giving Increased width and
depth to existing channel-way- s and basins,
and protecting them, or increasing new chan-
nels and basins nnd giving tliem protective
works. Tbe operations to this end com pi las
the removal ot obstructions of various kinds,
such as rock lu place and bowlders, burs of
clay, sometimes indurated; ot gravel, sand,
and other alluvial mutter; of rafts, often ex-
tending from tbe 6urfaceot the river nearly to
(he bottom, formed by masses of drifting
trees, or tbo accumulation of slabs, edgings,
and sawdust; of timber and other construc-
tions placed in cuautiel-way- s to obstruct or
close them; the construction ot dikes, dams,
wing-dam- and revetments, and the building
ot canals, breakwatets, and piers, all tending
to promote the general interests of commerce
and navigation, by furnishing increased facili-
ties of communication aud giving greater
security to trade.

Tho river and harbor improvements, men-
tioned in the last annual report, have been
continued, and the works aud surveys con-
nected therewith have been curried ou duriug
the past year with vigor.

A board of experienced officers, of which
Gen. A. H. Terry was President, was con-
vened lu Septouiuer, 1872, for the selection of n
breech loading system tor the muskets and
carbines ot tbe military service. After an ex-
haustive trial of all the systems presented, the
board selected the SpnugUeld breech-loadin- g

system as tbe one of all those brought before
It, wbioli Is best calculated to meet the de-
mands of our military service. Tbo report of
the board was approved, uud the SpnugUeld
system of breech loader will beucetortn be
used for muskets and carbines ot tbe army.
At the same time the calibre of all small arms
lor the service rifles, carbines, aud revolvers

bas been fixed at of an inch,
UNITED STATES ARMY.

Gen. Shorman, tho head of the army, says In
bis report to the Secretary of War. that the
aggregate Bhowiug is 25.635 enlisted men of
cavalry, artillery, aud Infantry, aud 8.970

tbe whole aggregating 29,605, or
195 less than tho number (30,000) limited by
law. In the active regiments the number of
men sick and on the necessary details about
the posts will fully equal twcuty flve per cent;
so that the actual strength for military service
does not exceed 19.652 men. lie recommends
that Congress bo asked to tlx tbe limit of the
enlisted force ut such a figure as will give

enlisted men fur the regiments of the line,
aud to provide specifically for tue

detachments as uu exira force, which
would increase Hie actual number of enlisted
men to about 43,000 uieu.

The number of reuimental commissioned
officers ou duly or belonging to tho several
departments nud divisions number, in tbe
aggregate, 1,532; present for duly 1 234; ubsont
on loave or uetuohed, 298.

The foregoing does not includo fhothirty-on- o

Second Lieutcutinis icconily nppolurea from
oivil life, uow uuttur orders to jom their regi-
ments.

XLIIId. CONGRESS.

Tho Senate moots daily at 12 m.

Mr. Sumner introduced a bill to amend the
Constitution ho as to elect the President for Bix

years, to abolish the eloctoral-collog- e system,
and to abolish the office of
Also a bill to authorize tbe issue of compound
interest notos as a substitute for legal tenders.
Also, a bill to protect persons against inveigling
trom auroaa or mauappiiiK, lurciuiu lesuauii,,
or involuntary servitude.

Bills were introduced to repeal the bankrupt-
cy act and to fix the date for the resumption of
specie payments.

HOUSE.

Mr. Hale introduced a bill ro repeal tlie in-

crease of salary law.
Mr. Starkweather presented a petition for

pensions to all the soldiers of the war of 1812.

Egg Cake. Two cups of sugar, one
egg, a piece of butter the size of an egg,
one cup of sour milk, one teaspoonful
of soda, a little salt and nutmeg, one
teaspoonful of lemon, three cups of
flour; beat the white of an egg separ-
ately, the sugar and yolk and butter to-

gether; bake in a thoroughly heated
oven.

Starvation In Iowa.

A Harrowing Story of Poverty and
Suffering.

A citizen of Iowa has written to the
Des Moines Register from Jefferson,
that State, a sad story of the hardships
and sufferings of many of the settlers in
the North-wester- n portion of that
State. He says: "I have just had a
long interview with a former soldier
comrade, now a homesteader in Osceola
County, and from him learn something
concerning the present and future
wants of the hundreds of good people
making themselves homes in that and
other counties. It will be remembered
that in 1872 good crops were raised in
that section, and that all had plenty
and to spare. In the spring of 1373,
every preparation was made for a great
crop of small grain, and it prospered
exceedingly until about the first of
June, when the grasshoppers came, and
the fields of waving grain were made
desolate entirely ruining the crop. A
great many homesteaders at once left,
realizing the coming of the present
condition of matters. But hundreds of
families had not the means at command
to pay their expenses of travel, and
hence were compelled to stay. A little
corn was saved in some sections, but of
very inferior quality. Plenty of hay
was made, of the best grade, so the
stock will at least have that much for
support. But as to the people? My
informant makes this statement :

" Nearly every man is poor very poor,
and a great majority are of
the Union, with young families to sup-
port. When the grasshoppers took the
crops, we did the best we could for the
coming winter. We went to the lakes
and caught barrels of fish, but we did
not have the means to properly care for
them ; so they spoiled. Stock was
sacrificed to the sharks that infest our
section, at the next to nothing of a
price, and many of us have thus eaten
up and worn out the horses and work-cattl- e

that had been our main stay.
We could buy no fuel, and when I left,
twisted hay and rank reed grass was
the only fuel nine-tenth- s of the people
were using. Much sickness prevails,
brought on by a long abstinence from
wholesome and nutritious food. One
family I know of has the father down
with the rheumatism, three out of six
children were down with the measles,
while the mother was about worn down
herself. Corn-mea- l, grated from frost-
bitten nubbins, was the only food in
the house, if the sod and board shanty
may be called such. The people bear
with each other, and mutually extend
aid as much as possible. One young
man from Ja6per County, who happens
to be a good shot, has valiantly taken
upon himself the task of keeping all in-

valid families supplied with meat, wild
game, and the day I left brought some
geese and ducks to the family I have
mentioned. But that will soon end,
with cold woathor. Yon want to know
what they need? They need ever-
ythingfuel, clothing, and provisions.
The women and children are suffering
greatly already for the want of cloth-
ing. I know of several women who
died soon after giving birth to children
because they could not have even the
common luxury of a cup of tea, or any-

thing nutritious to aid them in regain-
ing strength, coupled with the want of
proper bed covering. The most of the
counties can extend no aid, for the
reason that thieves have been running
the affairs, and have stolen all, just as
they did some years ago in Clay County.
Many families will leave on foot.having
sold their cattle or horses to keep them
alive. Some general way of relieving
those who must remain must be put in
operation right away, else the first snap
of real cold weather will send many a
good man or women or child to death
frozen, beoause they will be so weak
and emaciated that they cannot stand
the rigors of winter, even in its weakest
appearance." The person who makes
this statement I know to be reliable.
It will be seen from this, then, that aid
cannot be sent too soon, 8nd that a
general plan of relief must not be de-

layed longer than necessary.

A Mr. Kingnn, of Indianapolis, has
authorized the benevolent , societies to
draw on him for $100 per week for
charitable purposes during the winter.

tail, upon Us completion, to occur to our com- - i
mereiai interests.

Briefly slated, tbo route selected by Com-
mander Selfridge, iucludcs 100 miles of river
navigation of the Atruto, which has been care-
fully sounded, and found to be fully capable
ot being navigated by the largest class of
ocean steamers. Between Atrato and the
Pacific a canal or artificial cut is made but 28
miles iu length. The canul for 22 miles of this
distance passes tbrougu a plain, witn a grduul
ilye of 90 feet. There will then remain six
miles lo tho Paoitlc, of which there are a
model ate opeu cut and three miles of tunnel-
ing. Ills estimated that tho woik will cost
between 150,000,000 and 160.000,000, and that It
can bo completed within ten years. A carefulsurvey and soundings of tho Atrato resulted in
tho tact that, though oupiblo of navigation for
steamboats, eveu iu its lowest stage, to Qui-bet-

the head of n was reucued
but a short distance above the line selected
for the canal. Surveyi ot the interior settled
the fact that it would not be profitable to ex-
plore south of the Napipl; not only because
tbe westerly trend of the coast made the aroa
that would have to be canalizod broader In ex
tent, but also that tt wui traversed by numer-
ous streams, forming tb water-she- of moun-
tainous ridges lhat wouil have to be cut trans-
versely. Moreover, tlu Cordilleras, which
present a marked deprission near tue head-
waters of the Napipl, increas! rapidly in alti-
tude as you ptoceed soum. The health of the
expedition has beeu as satisfactory as tbe pre-
ceding ones. Those surveys, which Include the
whole Isthmusof Dnncn, have not resulted In
the loss of aBiuglo lite turougticliuiat:tcuuses.
Much of this lmmuuity from disease iu a sickly
climate and an arduois duty, is duo to the
provident care aud nil-lai- d plans of the
officers in command.

Nicaragua Sukvey.-TI- io Nicaragua sur-
veying expedition, iu (barge of Commander
E. P. Lull, sailed trom tue Uuited States lu
December, 1872, apd returned in July last.
Tbe result ot its labors prove tho existence of
a piaoticuble route for an luteroeeamo ship-cana- l,

having Lake Nicaragua at us siimmu
level. It is proposed to connect the lake with
tbe Pacific by a canal 16 S3 miles in length,
beginning at tho intuiti of iheRio del Jieuiu,
aud terminating at Brito. The lirst 7.50 miles
will require au exctvatiou averaging 64 foot
iu depiu, and will b tho most expensive pari,
of the whole work. The profile lor the rest
of the distauco is Hwer than the proposed
level or tho surface or the water; embank-
ments will be built jp with tbe material ex-
cavated. Ten locks and one tide-loc- k will be
required between the lake und the sea. There
win be 66 miles of fake navigation ; 26 feet ol
water can be carried within 1,350 feet of the
mouth ot toe Rio del Medio. Ou the east side
a channel will have to be deepened, trom six
to eight feet tor nine miles. The bottom is a
firm mud without s single rock.

in tho San Juan, from
Its head to the mouth of tbe San Carlos, is con-
sidered peifcctly ieasiblc; uud it is proposed
to improve the rivir by lourdums.oue each ut
Castillo Rapids, Balas Rapios, Machuca
Rapnis, and at tu mouth of the San Curios, at
all of wu:ch places excellent locations lor
dams exist. A short section of canal with one
lock win he required to get urouud each of theupper three ditus. Prom just above tbe
fourth dam to O'rcytowii au Independent canal
will bo required, 11.90 miles in louglh.ot wuich
30 miles will rtiiuiro an excavation less than
the prism of tlie canal; tho remaining four
miles ure made up or short teaches, wuere the
line cuts through hills. Seven locks, besides
those abreast the dams, will be required, uud
should be located In the bills In order to take
uuvantago of tho natural rock foundation.
Some improvement will be required in places
in tbo river-bed- , for which the amount has
bt eu oouiputed and the oust estimated.

The totul length of thn proposed canal ts 61.-7-

miles, ot which 17.37 miles are in excava-
tion nud eiubuukmouf. Tbo average depth ol
excavation throughout is but nine feet above
tho prism of tho canal. No tunnel is required.
The harbor of Grey town has beeu partially
destroyed by a silt which comes from the Sau
Carlos, uud others of tbe lower tributaries ot
Ibe San Juan, and tho branch ot tho river
leading to Greytown has become so uiucb tilled
untbatltis now, at the lowest stage of the
water, but 324 feet wide slid six Inches deep at
the fork. It is proposed to shut off ibis braiicu
entirely nud send nil the water
through tho Colorado month, which empties
into the 6ea 18 miles from Greytown, and to
admit to the harbor only the water of the
canal, which being drawn frou the mam rivor
nliovo the mouth of tne San Carlos will be per-
fectly clcun. The harbor then once cleared
out, will leave nothing to deteriorate it again.
A short breakwater will be required to protect
the enirunce from the surf, also one at Brito,
both of which Hie included in the estimate for
tne work. Careful gauges at tbe lowest siuire
show that Lalts Nicaragua will supply 38
times the maximum possible demand of witter.
The climate is considered perfeotly bralthy
tor temperate people who adopt the simplest,
sanitary precaution-'- Part proof of this Is
that nor a man has ueen lost in clthor of the
expeditions lately operating in the country,
thouuh constantly subjected to severe labor
and exposure.

There are many excellent reasons for
not sleeping in church. Here is a new
one: In North Adams a somnolent
young gentleman Upon awakening
found his false teeth lying upon his
uosom, wiui many iieitrness aeigtiuors
enjoying the spectacle.

" Jury," said a Western judge, "You
kin go and find a verdict. If you can't
find one of your own, get the one the
las jury used." The jury returned a
verdict of suicide in the ninth degree.

The Interior Department.
Thn Secreinry of the Inferior says: On the

31 of March last, an act was appro7ed, en-

titled "An act to encourage the growth of tim-
ber mi Western prairies, the first section of
which provides:

That any person who shall plant, proteof,
at d keep in healthy growing condition for
ten years forty oeres of timber, th trees
thereon uot, being more than twelve feet apart
each way, on uny quarter soction of any of
Clio ptibilo lands of the United States, shall be
einltied to a patent for the wholo of the said
quarter section, at the expiration of the said
ten years, on making proof of such fact by uot
less than two credible witnesses; Provided,
That only one Quarter iu uny soction shall be
thus granted,

The Commissioner of tbe General Land
Office, in preparing rules and regulations
under the sixth section of the nbove act, in
order to cany its provisions Into fffeot, re-
timed to permit more, than one entry of a
quarter section to be made by any one person.
It is claimed on the other hand that ibis act
permits ony person to make entry ot as many
quarter sections us he se-- s tit. While it may
be potl'actlv clear that tbe ruling ot the Com-
missioner is according to the true legal inter-
pretation of the act, it seems to tne that it Is
iu accord with tbe general purpose of Con-gie-

in disposing gratuitously ot the public
coinain, aud that to nliow a onntrary Interpre-
tation would be toeucourago tho incumbrance
of the public doinam, by entr.es of this char-
acter to a large amount, by persons whoso cir-
cumstances enabio them lo uiako the neces-
sary expenditures, whereby the publlo lands
would be withdiawn from the free aud easy
settlement now secured to persous of moder-
ate means; and that, in tins manner, consid-
erable inconvenience nnd lujustlce to pre-
empt ois and homestead settlors would neces-
sarily ensue. I have deemed it best, there-
fore, to sustain the construction put upon the
act by tn Comnnssionei of the General Laud
Office, and in tins manner, to invite tbe atten-
tion of Congress to the subject, so that, it
deemed necessary, tbey may declare disnnotly
the right of auy one individual to make as
many locations as he sees fit under the afore-
said act.

TOE PACIFIC RAILROAD,

The Secretary of the Intorior publishes, as a
part of his report to Cougress, a statement of
the Pucifio railroads and their branches of the
Union aud Central Paeiflo lailrouds. He says
that tbo stock subscribed to tbe former
amounts to $36,783,000, nud that this, within a
Iraorion. has been paid In. and to the latter,
$62 608.000, of winch $54,275,000 bas been paid,
ibe Uniou Pacillo owes the government uow
in interest for it $27,336,512, aud the Central,
$27,855,680 J in all, $55,W2,192,

The Cunning Thrush.

There is much more intellect in birds
than people suppose. An instance of
this occurred the other day at a slate
quarry belonging to a friend, from
whom we have the narrative. A thrush,
not aware of the expansive properties of
gunpowder, thought proper to build her
nest on a ridge of the quarry, in the
very centre of which they were constant-
ly blasting the rock. At first, she was
very much discomposed by the frag-
ments flying in all directions, but still
she would not quit her chosen locality.
She soon observed that a bell rang
whenever a train was about to be fired,
and that, at the notice, the workmen
retired to safe positions. In a few days,
when she heard the bell, she quitted
her exposed situation, and flew down to
where the workmen sheltered them-
selves dropping close to their feet.
There she would remain until the ex-

plosion had taken place, and then re-

turn to her nest. The workmen observed
this, narrated it to their employers, and
it was also told to visitors who came to
view the quarry. The visitors naturally
expressed a wish to witness so curious
a specimen of intellect; but as the rock
could not be always blasted when visi-

tors came, the bell was rung instead,
and for a few times answered the same
purpose. The thrush flew down close
to where they stood, but she perceived
that she was trifled With, and it inter-
fered with the process of incubation;
the consequence was, that afterward,
when the bell rung, she would peep
over the ledge to ascertain if the work-
men did retreat, and if they did not, she
would remain where Bhe was.

V&VJ aole werOPRroY6jiio, slates toi later.


